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American Fisheries Society  
June 2020 Management Committee Meeting 

Monday, June 15, 2020 
 

 
 
 
Management Committee Participants:   
Scott Bonar, Brian Murphy, Jesse Trushenski, Leanne Roulson, April Croxton, Jud Kratzer, Michelle 
Walsh, Trent Sutton, Dan DauWalter, Todd Pearsons, Tom Kwak, Joe Conroy, Jim Fredericks, Randy 
Schultz (Constitutional Consultant, non-voting), Doug Austen (Executive Director, non-voting) 
 
Emerging Leaders: Heather Stewart, Aaron Bunch 
Guests:  Troy Brandt, Cecil Jennings 
 
AFS Staff:  Dan Cassidy, Drue Winters, Lauren Maza 
 
 
Minutes of the Meeting: 
1. Welcome/Determination of Quorum – Quorum established by Schultz.  Meeting called to 

order by Bonar at 3:05 p.m.  
 

2. Agenda accepted with no changes. 
 

3. Review and approval of minutes from the Management Committee meeting on April 15, 2020.  
Accepted with no changes. 
 

4. AFS Climate Change Efforts –  
a. Updates on special committee work and related activities – Bonar reported that the three 

special committees (Policy, Science, Communications) are all progressing on their tasks. 
b. AFS submitted a pre-proposal for funding through the Multistate Conservation Grant 

Program (MSCG) to support climate communication.  A decision on the preproposal will be 
made by AFWA committees in July.  

c. Status of climate and aquatic systems letter to the aquatic societies (full information found 
at https://fisheries.org/2020/06/draft-statement-of-world-aquatic-societies-on-human-caused-
climate-change/) – Bonar reported that this letter has been sent to over 200 aquatic science 
or conservation organizations and about 40 have responded.  Comments will be 
incorporated, and a revised version will be submitted to the AFS Governing Board for 
approval.  
 

5. AFS 2020 Virtual Annual Meeting Update 
a. Overview of general schedule of events – Austen provided a rough framework of the 

schedule of events for the September 14-25 event.  The organizing committees have been 
re-designed to address the new meeting structure.   

https://fisheries.org/2020/06/draft-statement-of-world-aquatic-societies-on-human-caused-climate-change/
https://fisheries.org/2020/06/draft-statement-of-world-aquatic-societies-on-human-caused-climate-change/
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b. Timing of MC and GB meetings – will be scheduled prior to the virtual event, likely 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, September 10-12. 
 

6. Constitutional Consultant’s report (Schultz)  
 
a. Motion:  Approval of registration rates for AFS 2020 Virtual Annual Meeting 

 

 
 
 
Background:  See Attachment A 
Action:  Moved by Murphy; 2nd by Walsh 
 
Motion amended by Joe Conroy; 2nd by Roulson. 

 
 
Discussion:  It was noted that some states will be dealing with possibly severe budget 
challenges this year and that registration for meetings may be limited.  There may also be 
some challenges for students particularly if they do not have project funds to support 
registration.  Providing background on the derivation of these rates will be important to 
help members and administrators justify the expense.  It was also pointed out that it is likely 
that, even at this rate, it is likely that AFS will not retain any profit from this event when all 
costs are incorporated in the financial analysis. 
 
Amendment adopted, and revised motion approved with unanimous consent. 
 

b. Motion:  Approve the proposed AFS Statement on Aquaculture (Attachment B) 
 
Background:   
(Provided by Patrick Shirey, chair, AFS Resource Policy Committee). 
The Resource Policy Committee requests that the Governing Board consider the attached 
policy statement put forward by the Fish Culture Section. The policy statement was drafted 
by the leadership of the Fish Culture Section with help from Drue Winters, reviewed by 
subject matter experts, and reviewed by the RPC.  
 
Unlike resolutions, this type of statement does not require an RPC vote. But, it does require 
input from unit representatives on the RPC before the RPC chair makes the decision to send 
to the Governing Board (pages 87-88 of the procedures manual). I confirmed this with 
Randy Schultz. We received input from representatives of NED, NCD, CARS, Fisheries 
Administration, Bioengineering, Education, and Physiology, which we then provided to Mick 

Member Non Member Member Non Member Member Non Member
$200 $295 $125 $150 $150 $200

Regular Student / LMIC/Retiree Early Career

Member Non Member Member Non Member Member Non Member
$195 $320 $100 $175 $150 $200

Regular Student / LMIC/Retiree Early Career
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Walsh for Fish Culture Section consideration. Mick provided the revised statement today, 
and I am excited to pass it along to you for consideration by the Management Committee 
and Governing Board. Thanks to the Fish Culture Section for their efforts working on this 
statement.  
 
Action:  Moved by Walsh; 2nd by Roulson. 
Discussion:  Conroy and Kratzer suggested that the statement could be expanded to include 
freshwater aquaculture.  Winters responded that the purpose of this statement needs to be 
relatively narrow and focused on marine aquaculture because of the intent to impact 
federal legislation that specifically addresses marine aquaculture. 
 
Motion adopted with unanimous consent. 
 

c. Motion: Approve the proposed amendments to the bylaws of the Alabama Chapter. 
 
Background:  The proposed extensive amendments to the bylaws (Attachment C) were 
reviewed by the Constitutional Consultant and deemed consistent with the AFS Constitution 
and Rules.  Major changes included committee and officer updates. 
 
Action:  Moved by Conroy; 2nd by Murphy.  Adopted with unanimous consent. 
 

7. President/Officers activities report 
A. Scott Bonar – Noted that his earlier comments on climate change activities stand as his 

report. 
B. Brian Murphy – reviewed a revised draft Presidential plan of work (Attachment D) with a 

renewed emphasis on diversity and inclusion (D&I).  Aaron Bunch expanded on the role 
of D&I by introducing the concept of his new podcast and Heather Stewart reported on 
a new effort by student members of multiple science societies to develop accountability 
measures for their organizations. 

C. Leanne Roulson – Participated in Western Division business meeting, Meetings 
Oversight Committee and Code of Conduct issues from Southern Division meeting with 
particular mention of the need to develop better procedures for implementing the Code 
of Conduct. 

 
 

8. Executive Director and AFS staff reports 
a. Financial update (Dan Cassidy; Attachment E) 
b. Policy update (Drue Winters; Attachment F) 
c. Activity and related reports and updates 

i. Update on MSCG submissions – AFS is involved in four MSCG pre-proposals.  The first 
two of these AFS is the principal investigator.  For the second two projects, AFS is a 
partner with the primary role of hosting a symposium or related workshop at the 
Baltimore 2021 annual meeting.  Funding in the grants would support the annual 
meeting activity. 
1. Communicating the effects of climate change on fish and fisheries ($118,870) 
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2. Fisheries Gray Literature Database State Agency Expansion and Support ($105,191) 
3. Instream Flow and Water Level Conservation Training and Research Center (with the 

Instream Flow Council) 
4. Retaining 2020’s Surge of Licensed Anglers (with RBFF, Southwick Associations and 

Responsive Management) 
 

ii. National Fisheries Summit – Austen reported that AFS is being asked to be a co-host of 
the planned 2021 federal agency fisheries summit to be held at the National 
Conservation Training Center.  
 

d. Need for Summer GB call – To be scheduled as a joint July MC and GB call on July 20, 2020 
 

9. Adjourned meeting at 4:30 p.m. EDT 
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Attachment A – Proposed Registration Rates 
 
American Fisheries Society
Virtual Meeting Registration Rates
Background Information for Rate Pricing

Option #1 - Top-down Analysis
Regular Student Early-career

Member early rates $595 $360 $450
Avg cost / attendee * $333 $333 $333
Net revenue / attendee $262 $27 $117

* Columbus Meeting Budget
Total expenses $583,000
Projected attendance 1,750            
Average cost per attendee $333
 (F&B only portion is $195pp)

Option #2 - Bottom-up Analysis
Projected staff costs $235,000
Online meeting platform est. $25,000
  Total expected costs $260,000

Projected attendance 750              1,000            1,250          1,500          
Cost per attendee $347 $260 $208 $173

Option #3 - Comparative Analysis Student / LMIC
Member Non Member Retiree Non Member Early Career Non Member

CSSP $200 $250
AOS (for NAOS conference) $50 $0 $0 $0 $0 $50
ESA $190 $260 $60 $90

Proposed Virtual Meeting Registration Rates

Member Non Member Member Non Member Member Non Member Totals
$200 $295 $125 $150 $150 $200

% of attendance 27% 11% 42% 4% 12% 5% 100%
  (based on Atlantic City results)

Projected revenue for 1,000 $53,712 $31,043 $52,442 $5,713 $18,108 $10,000 $171,018

Regular Student / LMIC/Retiree Early Career

 
 
  



AFS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE, JUNE 15, 2020 6 
 

Attachment B – Aquaculture Statement 
 
 
The American Fisheries Society (AFS) supports sustainable growth of aquaculture.  The demand for 
fish is expected to grow significantly in the next decade, but it is unlikely that capture fisheries can 
sustainably accommodate increased harvest pressure to meet this demand.  Domestic freshwater and 
marine aquaculture present existing and emerging opportunities to sustainably address America's 
ongoing dependence on imported seafood, while relieving local pressures on wild stocks and 
impacts on aquatic ecosystems and waterfront communities.  AFS calls for a clear, predictable, 
regulatory framework that will enable industry growth in a conscientious, environmentally 
sustainable manner.  Further, we call for continued, consistent investments in research to understand 
effects of aquaculture development on fisheries and aquatic resources, and innovation to minimize 
negative environmental and social impacts of fish cultivation. 

U.S. policymakers must address the future of our seafood supply and food insecurity.  Seafood 
demand in the U.S. has grown steadily, driven by increases in both population and per capita 
seafood consumption1.  Yet, capture fisheries landings have not increased appreciably for 30 years.  
The anticipated impacts on wild fish populations from climate change make it less likely that wild 
stocks will be able to withstand additional harvest pressure.   

Worldwide, fish farming has overtaken wild harvest of fish as the leading source of seafood, 
producing nearly 80 million metric tons in 20162.  Today, the majority of seafood consumed in the 
U.S. is imported and more than half is farm-raised. Enabling expansion of the marine aquaculture 
industry in the USA would increase domestic seafood supplies in accordance with strong 
environmental, food safety, and labor standards and protections. 

While finfish and shellfish culture has supported traditional communities and working waterfronts 
in state waters for more than a century in the U.S., offshore finfish aquaculture has not kept pace. 
By establishing a clear and predictable legal and regulatory structure for marine aquaculture in the 
U.S., we can reduce the overreliance on seafood imports and improve seafood security with 
wholesome, domestically farmed seafood that minimizes the environmental and social footprint of 
the industry on our marine habitat and resources.  Implementation of best practices and 
improvements has already reduced environmental impacts substantially (e.g., reduced use of fish 
meal and oil in feeds, siting tools to minimize user conflicts and effects of discharge, improved 
biosecurity practices and strict veterinary oversight of therapeutant use), and ongoing innovation 
will continue to reduce the environmental footprint of fish farming.  Furthermore, existing law and 
regulatory frameworks in the U.S. ensure aquaculture operations are held to high standards with 
respect to environmental impacts. Healthy wild fisheries and responsible marine aquaculture can 
and must coexist if we are to feed ourselves and still fulfill our commitment to wild fish and wild 
places. 

                                                 
1 FAOSTAT.  2020.  Food Supply - Livestock and Fish Primary Equivalent.  Database.  Available:  
http://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data/CL (4 May 2020).   
2 FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization).  2018.  State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture.  Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, Rome.  Available: http://www.fao.org/state-of-fisheries-aquaculture (4 May 
2020).   

http://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data/CL
http://www.fao.org/state-of-fisheries-aquaculture
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Attachment C – Alabama By-Laws Update 
 

Alabama Chapter of the American Fisheries Society 
BYLAWS 

 
 
Article 1 - Name and Objectives 
 

(a) The name of this organization shall be the Alabama Chapter of the American Fisheries 
Society (ALAFS), hereinafter referred to as the Chapter and Society, respectively.   

 
(b) The objectives of the Chapter shall be those of the American Fisheries Society as set forth in 

Article 1 of the Constitution of the Society, including active involvement in support of the 
wise use and management of Alabama’s aquatic resources, and exchange of information 
among Chapter members.   
 

(c) All activities of this Chapter shall conform to the Society’s Constitution, Rules, and 
Procedures. 
 

Article 2 - Membership 
 

(a) The membership of the Chapter shall be composed of individuals who have an interest in the 
fisheries and related issues of importance to the State of Alabama.   
 

(b) Only active (dues paying) members of the Society may hold office, chair a committee, and 
vote on Chapter affairs.   
 

(c) Affiliate members, defined as members of the Chapter but not the Society, are encouraged to 
attend and participate in Chapter functions.  Affiliate members are entitled to receive any 
correspondence distributed by the Chapter and can attend the Annual Meeting.  Affiliate 
members are also permitted to discuss business at the Annual Business Meeting and serve 
on a Chapter committee with prior notice to the Chapter Executive Committee.  Affiliate 
members may not vote, hold office, or chair a committee.    

 
Article 3 - Meetings 
 

(a) The Chapter shall hold at least one meeting annually at a time and place designated by the 
Executive Committee.  Special meetings may be called by the President with the advice and 
consent of the Chapter Executive Committee, and with sufficient advance notice, as per 
Article 3(b), to the membership via email or electronic notification.  The special meeting 
notice shall include topics that will be covered on the agenda.   

 
(b) The Chapter shall hold an annual business meeting and membership must be notified by 

mail or email at least 30 days before the annual business meeting, and at least 14 days before 
a special meeting.   
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(c) Unless otherwise specified in these Bylaws or the Constitution of the Society, Chapter 
business meetings shall be conducted according to the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of 
Order.   

 
Article 4 - Officers 
 

(a) The officers of the Chapter shall consist of President, President-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Immediate Past President.   

(b) Chapter officers shall be selected from the membership and be in good standing with the 
Society. Officer candidates shall be nominated by the Nominations Committee which shall 
be chaired by the Immediate Past President. The slate of nominees shall be presented to the 
membership at least 30 days prior to the annual meeting. Electronic voting shall conclude a 
minimum of 10 days prior to the annual meeting. If the candidate position has not been 
presented to the membership 30 days prior to the annual meeting, then nominations may be 
submitted from the floor at the annual business meeting. A candidate must receive a simple 
majority of votes cast to be successfully elected to office. Election of officers shall be at the 
discretion of the President by electronic ballot or voice vote. 

 
(c) The President-elect, Secretary, and Treasurer shall be elected by vote via electronic ballot or 

voice vote and installed at the upcoming business meeting. The President-elect shall advance 
to the office of President and the President shall advance to the office of Immediate Past-
President at the end of the term. The Secretary and Treasurer’s terms of office will be three 
years.   
 

(d) If an office is vacated, the Executive Committee shall appoint a qualified replacement to fill 
the remainder of the term.  If the presidency is vacated, the President-Elect shall serve the 
remainder of his/her term.   
 

(e) In the event of a cancellation of an annual meeting the officers and the members of any 
committees shall continue to serve until the next scheduled meeting.   
 

(f) All officers shall be members of the Society.  
 

(g) No elected officer or appointed committee member shall receive any salary or other 
compensation except for payment of Society dues.  Expenses may be defrayed from funds 
available to the Chapter when authorized by the Executive Committee.   

 
Article 5 - Duties of Officers 
 

(a) The President of the Chapter shall preside at all meetings, chair the Executive Committee, 
make committee appointments, serve as a voting member of the Southern Division’s 
Executive Committee and a non-voting member of the Society’s Governing Board, and 
perform other duties and functions as authorized by the Chapter’s Executive Committee. 

 
(b) The President-Elect shall chair the Program Committee, assume the duties of the President if 

the latter is unable to act, and advance to the office of President at the end of the term. 
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(c) The Secretary shall keep the official records of the Chapter, serve on the Membership 
committee, prepare official correspondence, including newsletters, maintain a current list of 
Chapter members in good standing, and submit minutes of the Chapter meetings to the 
Society’s Executive Director and the Southern Division’s Secretary-Treasurer within 30 
days after each meeting.   
 

(d) The Treasurer shall disburse funds as authorized by the Executive Committee or the 
membership, submit a record of receipts and disbursements accompanied by a general 
financial statement at the annual Chapter meeting, prepare and submit necessary tax forms, 
email monthly bank account statements that include all transactions to the Executive 
Committee, receive annual meeting registrations, and discharge other duties as requested by 
appropriate Society officers. 
 

(e) The Immediate Past President shall serve on the Executive Committee and chair the 
Nominating Committee.   
 

Article 6 - Executive Committee 
 

(a) The Executive Committee of the Chapter shall consist of elected officers, up to 2 at-large 
members who may be appointed by the President for 1-year terms, and the Presidents of all 
approved AFS Student Subunits in Alabama.   

 
(b) The Executive Committee is authorized to act on behalf of the Chapter between annual 

meetings.   
 

(c) A quorum is required for transaction of official business at an Executive Committee 
meeting.  A quorum for an Executive Committee meeting shall consist of at least 4 of the 5 
officers.  
 

(d) Each member of the Executive Committee shall have one vote per motion brought before 
the Executive Committee. 
 

(e) Binding contracts or financial transactions that are on behalf of the Chapter and have 
contractual obligations or payments that are equivalent to or exceed $500 in Chapter funds 
need full Executive Committee review and majority approval by 4 of 5 officers. 
 

(f) The Chapter’s bank account(s) will be accessible by the Treasurer, President, and President-
Elect. It will be the duty of the outgoing Treasurer and Immediate Past President to ensure 
the newly-elected Treasurer and President have control of the Chapter’s bank account(s). 

 
Article 7 - Chapter Committees 
 

(a) Committees and Chairpersons of committees, except as listed in Articles 5 and 6 of the 
Bylaws, shall be appointed and charged by the President.  Except for Standing Committees, 
these Chapter committees shall cease to function upon the discharge of the duties for which 
they were appointed.   
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(b) Standing Committees help the President and Executive Committee conduct the Chapter’s 
affairs, and the chairs should report their committee’s activities, findings, and 
recommendations at the annual business meeting and interim meetings of the Executive 
Committee.   
 

(c) Standing Committees:  
 

a. Award/Scholarship Committee: This committee shall be composed of a minimum of 
three (3) chapter members and shall review and nominate candidates for Chapter 
awards as approved by the Executive Committee.  Award winners will be selected by 
vote of the committee members.   

b. Membership Committee: This committee shall be composed of a minimum of two 
(2) Chapter members and responsibilities are to recruit new members, encourage 
former members to rejoin, and promote participation in the Chapter and Society.   

c. Nominations Committee: This committee shall be composed of a minimum of two 
(2) chapter members and responsibilities are to name a slate of candidates for the 
Chapter offices of President-Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer.  The Immediate Past 
President shall chair this committee. 

d.  Program Committee: This committee shall be composed of a minimum of two (2) 
Chapter members, including the President-Elect as chairperson. The Program 
Committee shall work with the Executive Committee to coordinate arrangements for 
the annual meeting, including determining the meeting location, administering 
registration (if applicable), collecting fees, generating publicity, and assembling and 
administering the program.    

e. Student Affairs Committee: This committee shall bring student needs, concerns, and 
issues to the attention of the Executive Committee.   

f. Audit Committee: This committee shall be composed of a minimum of two (2) 
Chapter members that are not current or incoming Executive Committee members 
and shall audit the accounts of the Treasurer and report to the Chapter at the annual 
business meeting. 

g. Sponsorship Committee: This committee shall consist of at least two (2) Chapter 
members. Duties of the committee shall include soliciting and securing 
donations/sponsorships for meeting functions from vendors and other potential 
donors, coordinating with Program Committee regarding funds available for 
meetings, and communicating possible changes to sponsorship levels. 

h. Website Committee: This committee shall be composed of a minimum of two (2) 
Chapter members. Duties of the committee shall include developing and maintaining 
the Chapter’s website to provide information and newsworthy items relevant to the 
mission of the Chapter and ensuring that all links and information are current and 
functional. 

 
(d) Special Committees may be commissioned by the President at any time for specific, time-

limited purposes.  A special committee shall be disbanded upon completion of the specified 
project and subsequent report to the Executive Committee or the Chapter. 

 
Article 8 - Voting and Quorum 
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(a) All decisions at meetings are decided by a simple majority vote by eligible members, except 
for bylaw revision which requires a 2/3 majority of members casting vote.   

 
(b) A quorum at any meeting for transaction of official business shall be ¼ of the Chapter 

membership.   
 

(c) Unless otherwise specified in these Bylaws or the Constitution of the Society, all Chapter 
meetings are conducted according to the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order.   
 

(d) Business and voting may be conducted via mail or electronic media if approved by the 
Executive Committee.  Chapter decisions via electronic voting shall be in accordance with 
the Constitution of the Society.   
 

Article 9 - Dues and Fees 
 

(a) The Executive Committee shall establish annual dues subject to approval of the Chapter 
members voting at the annual business meeting.   

 
(b) The Executive Committee may assess registration fees for an annual meeting of the Chapter. 

 
Article 10 - Amendment of Bylaws 
 

(a) The Bylaws of the Chapter may not be amended, nor may the Chapter adopt a plan of 
merger, consolidation or dissolution without the affirmative votes of no less than two-thirds 
(2/3) majority approval of those members voting, provided that notice of the proposed 
changes(s) be given to the membership at least 30 days prior to a meeting.  Further, the 
Chapter may not sell, lease, exchange, mortgage, pledge or otherwise dispose of all or 
substantially all of its assets without the affirmative votes of no less than two-thirds (2/3) 
majority approval of those members voting. If voting is by electronic ballot, members must 
be given at least 2 weeks to return their ballots.   

 
(b) In accordance with the Society Constitution, an adopted amendment shall be reviewed by 

the Society’s Constitutional Consultant for conformity with the Constitution, Rules and 
Procedures of the Society prior to Chapter vote.  The Constitutional Consultant presents the 
adopted amendment to the Society Management Committee for approval.   

 
(c) Amendments take effect when the Chapter receives written notice of their approval by the 

Society’s Management Committee from the Executive Committee. 
 

Article 11 – Dissolution 
 

(a) Upon the dissolution of the Chapter, the Executive Committee shall, after paying or making 
provision for the payment of all liabilities of the Chapter, transfer all assets to The American 
Fisheries Society. 

 
Article 12 – Liability 
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(a) No member of the Executive, Standing, or Special Committee shall be liable to anyone for 
any acts in behalf of the Chapter or any omissions with respect to the Chapter committed by 
such director, except for his or her own willful neglect or misconduct, nor shall any member 
of the Executive, Standing, or Special Committee be liable to anyone for any act of neglect 
or default on the part of any one or more of the other members of the Executive, Standing, 
or Special Committee. 
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Attachment D – Brian Murphy Draft Presidential Plan of Work 
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Attachment E – Financial Report 
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Attachment F – Policy Update 
 
WOTUS 
 
Last month, the Trump administration finalized the NWPR, a rollback of the 2015 WOTUS rule. The NWPR 
rule largely ignored the scientific understanding of how streams and wetlands contribute to the chemical, 
physical, and biological integrity of downstream waters. The agencies failed to quantify the number of 
waters that the Rule would remove from Clean Water Act protection and made no effort to estimate the 
reductions in water quality and ecosystem services.   
 
Seventeen states filed suit challenging the Navigable Waters Protection Rule (NWPR) in the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of California asserting that the NWPR is contrary to the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) and arbitrary and capricious, in part, because of the EPA’s and the Army Corps’ disregard of scientific 
evidence. The plaintiffs asked the court to issue a nationwide injunction to prevent the Rule from going into 
effect. AFS, along with 11 science societies, filed an amicus brief with the court highlighting available data 
and a scientific tool that were part of the rulemaking record and demonstrate the negative impact the 2020 
Rule would have on the nation’s waters.  
 
Last week, the Court denied the motion for a preliminary injunction, and the Navigable Waters Protection 
Rule and the rule went into effect on Monday, June 22. The court noted in the order, “It is no secret that a 
motivating factor in choosing to go the opposite direction was a “change in administrations,” but that does 
not make it improper. Plaintiffs’ arguments that the Agencies disregarded the scientific evidence they 
previously had gathered is ultimately a policy disagreement as well. The Agencies have articulated reasons 
they contend the science does not compel a different result, but the real difference in opinion is whether the 
statute clearly compels the Agencies to extend federal regulation to the broadest permissible extent under 
the Commerce Clause, in the name of providing all of the benefits for water quality the science suggests 
might be achievable. Because the Agencies may reasonably conclude they have no such statutory duty, 
discounting evidence of possible benefits is not plainly arbitrary or capricious.” 
 
A separate suit was filed federal court in Colorado and the court granted preliminary relief and enjoined the 
rule there.  We are evaluating next steps.  
  
Maui  

The Clean Water Act survived a significant challenge in May with the U.S. Supreme Court’s 6-3 
decision in County of Maui v. Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund. Relying heavily on aquatic science, the Court closed a 
major loophole for polluters to evade the Act’s jurisdiction. The court rejected the County of Maui’s 
attempt to categorically exclude pollutants conveyed through groundwater from the scope of the Act.  
Instead, it ruled that a permit is required when a discharge, like one into groundwater, is “the functional 
equivalent” of a direct discharge into navigable waters. AFS joined with a number of science societies and 
aquatic scientists in a brief to the Supreme Court in support of Hawai’i Wildlife Fund that explained the 
hydrology of groundwater, its importance to water quantity and quality, connectivity between point 
sources, groundwater, and surface waters, and pathways for pollution dispersal. The brief set forth the 
scientific methods used to estimate and empirically quantify the magnitude and timing of groundwater 
connections between point sources and surface waters including physical measurements, chemical tracers, 
and groundwater models.  The brief explained how these tools are used to determine if, and to what 
extent, pollutants discharged from point sources contaminate surface waters through groundwater.  We 
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argued that the “Act’s mandate of restoring and maintaining the chemical, physical, and biological integrity 
of the Nation’s waters is based on science and thus can only be achieved through the consideration of 
science.” 

Look out for a panel discussion at the AFS Virtual Annual meeting on Sept. 23 to discuss our CWA  
engagement with other science societies.  

Climate 
 
AFS’ Climate Policy Committee is working to have an updated suite of climate policy 
recommendations for GB approval by September. It will also evaluate AFS’ climate statement for 
consistency with its policy recommendations.   The group has previously evaluated a suite of 
recommendations developed by TRCP for its Policy Council engagement on Capitol Hill.  
Individual climate bills are gaining some momentum in the Senate. It is also possible that the 
House Select Committee on the Climate Crisis – Minority – may release a package this summer 
focusing on conservation, agriculture and resilience. TRCP’s Policy Council will be evaluating timing 
to submit its recommendations and it would be good for AFS to coordinate as closely as possible 
with the larger efforts of our conservation partners. Timing of an in-person Hill briefing will be 
influenced by COVID.  
 
RAWA  
 
AFS signed on to a letter to House and Senate leadership expounding on the economic benefits of 
proactive conservation and requested that the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act be included in 
future COVID-19 stimulus packages.  
 
LWCF 
 
Last week, the Senate passed the Great American Outdoors Act (GAOA) on a 73-25 vote, advancing 
the landmark conservation legislation to the House for consideration and final passage. The GAOA 
would fully and permanently fund the Land and Water Conservation Fund with $900 million 
annually, paid for by oil and gas leasing revenue. It also would create a five-year trust fund to 
address a $20 billion backlog of deferred maintenance projects at national parks and on public 
lands. In the House, the bill enjoys broad bipartisan support and has a highly motivated group of 
legislators and conservation organizations backing it, but the exact timeline for its passage is 
unclear. House leadership must weigh their desire to quickly pass it with the pressing need to 
address several recurring, must-pass appropriations and authorizing bills. 
 
Marine Aquaculture 
 
AFS Fish Culture section reviewed a draft of the AQUAA Act and we submitted some comments to 
staff for Sen. Wicker and Sen. Schatz.  The bill has not yet been introduced. Our goal is to 
participate in some Hill activities later this year, if possible, on marine aquaculture.  We would use 
our statement, if approved by the GB, as a springboard and would discuss the advances in science 
and technology that have decreased the environmental footprint of marine aquaculture.    


