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      American Fisheries Society 
Combined Winter 2019 Governing Board Call 

and   
December Management Committee Meeting 

     Monday, December 16, 2019 
 
 

Participants: 

Governing Board Members 

Scott Bonar – AFS President  

Brian Murphy – President-Elect 1st Vice President 

Leanne Roulson – 1st Vice President  

Jesse Trushenski – Immediate Past President 

 

Daniel Dauwalter –Western Division President 

Todd Pearsons –Western Division President-Elect 

Jeffrey Kopaska –North Central Division President 

Joe Conroy –North Central Division President-Elect 

Tom Kwak –Southern Division President 

Cindy Williams –Southern Division President-Elect 

Jud Kratzer –Northeastern Division President 

Ed Hale –Northeastern Division President-Elect 

 

Dana Postlewait –Bioengineering Section President 

Trent Sutton –Education Section President 

Heather Stewart–Student Subsection of the Education Section President 

Shivonne Nesbit –Equal Opportunities Section President 

Catherine Johnston – Estuaries Section President 

Ben Lafrentz –Fish Health Section President 

Kimberly Dibble –Fish Habitat Section President 

Jim Fredericks –Fisheries Administration Section President 

Paul Venturelli –Fisheries Information and Technology Section President 

Andrew Whitely –Genetics Section President 

Patrick Cooney –International Fisheries Section President 

Kevin Irons –Invasive and Introduced Species Section President 

Richard Methot –Marine Fisheries Section President 

Julie Claussen –Science Communications Section President 

Henrietta Jager – Water Quality Section President 

 

 

Guests 

Tim Copeland – Chair, Audit Committee 

Troy Brandt – Chair, Investment Committee 

Tony Siniscal - Investment Committee 
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Non-Voting 

Randy Schultz – Constitutional Consultant 

Doug Austen – Executive Director 

 

Emerging Leaders 

Brooke Penaluna 

Nick Kramer 

Heather Stewart 

 

AFS Staff 

Beth Beard, Dan Cassidy, Lauren Maza, Drue Winters, Shawn Johnston 
 
 

Minutes of Meeting: 
1. Quorum established by Schultz.  Meeting called to order at 3:04 p.m. 

 
2. Approval of Agenda – approved with no changes 

 
3. Review and approval of minutes from the November 18, 2019, Management Committee 

meeting.  Accepted with unanimous consent. 
 

4. Constitutional Consultant’s report (Schultz) –  No agenda items to report. 
 

5. Update on Climate Change Activities (reported by Scott Bonar) 
a. Reno Unit Leader meeting – This discussion resulted in a series of recommendations 

for actions on climate and related topics.   
b. Working Group update – Three working groups have been established to support 

AFS climate change efforts: (1) Science Review (Craig Paukert, chair), (2) 
Communications (Erin Spencer, chair), and (3) Climate Policy (currently led by Julian 
Olden and Pete Jacobsen).   The Science Review committee is working on a 
statement characterizing latest information on climate impacts on fisheries.  The 
other two working groups are still in the organizational phase. 

c. Climate statement for fisheries and aquatic societies – Bonar has circulated a draft 
statement for review with the intent that other fisheries societies will review and 
determine if they can support as co-signators. 

 
Recommendation for process (Scott Bonar): AFS to develop a full draft statement 
that is reviewed and approved by the Governing Board.  The statement is then 
distributed to partner societies for their review.  Final revisions would be made and 
then submitted to all societies for their endorsement. 
 
This was not a formal vote but the consensus of the Governing Board was to 
acknowledge support for pursuing this pathway 



AFS JOINT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AND GOVERNING BOARD, DEC 16, 2019 3 

 

 
 

6. President/Officers activities report 
A. Scott Bonar – Reviewed planned visits to Division and Chapter meetings. Scott will also 

attend the Canadian Conference for Fisheries Research (CCFFR) in Halifax, Nova Scotia in 
early January 2020. 

B. Brian Murphy – continues to work on development of the High School Membership and 
has worked with President Bonar to establish a Special Committee on High School 
Membership.  This will result in a full strategic plan and implementation process for the 
high school program.  It was noted that this should have a linkage to the Membership 
Committee 

C. Leanne Roulson – Continues work on Meetings Oversight Committee with recent efforts 
on survey of AFS members on meeting inclusivity actions that will reduce barriers and 
enhance meeting openness for all members 

D. Jesse Trushenski – Standards Committee has neared full membership and will soon start 
work on efforts to process to review and adopt AFS standards. 
 

7. Joint MC/GB Discussion Topics 
a. Mid-year GB meeting – Little Rock – Review of potential topics and logistics (see 

Attachment A for initial discussion topics list) 
b. AFS 150th update on activities  

i. 150 fishes – need more nominees – many state fishes haven’t been 
nominated! 

ii. Meeting of the Generations – Nominees still needed. 
 
 

8. Executive Director and AFS staff reports (Austen et al.) 
a. Policy Updates (Drue Winters) 

i. Recovering America’s Wildlife Act (RAWA) – passed out of House Committee 
and has over 160 co-sponsors. 

ii. National Fish Habitat Act – This bill enshrines NFHP into law.  Has passed 
House and moved to Senate where Committee on Environment and Public 
Works will first address the bill. 

iii. Climate issues – Drue Winters needs additional AFS volunteers on the 
Climate Change Policy Working Group (currently only two members) 

iv. TRCP Policy Council retreat in late February will focus on climate change. 
b. AFS Financial Review (Cassidy) 

i. Financial position of AFS has continued to improve with the success of the 
Reno meeting.  Investments continue to perform well and cash position will 
improve as the membership renewal process continues. 

ii. Unit tax filing update – Cassidy continues to work with units to resolve 
federal tax reporting issues. 

c. MSCG status – 2019 and 2020 projects – Austen provided brief review on the status 
of the 2020 grants.  They are currently in Department of Interior review process and 
no date has been provided for final approval 
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d. Reno Meeting Debriefing and Results – registration results were provided below.  
This does not include trade show and other non-regular registrations. 
 

Attendees - Reno, NV 2019 Number of registrants 

AFS Staff Registration 15 

Complementary Registration 42 

Full Conference Registration 1759 

Guest 16 

Monday Registration 45 

Plenary Speaker 5 

Registration Sponsor 20 

Thursday Only 10 

Tuesday Registration 25 

Wednesday Registration 9 

Grand Total 1946 

 
 
 

9. Additional Topics - none 
 

10. Adjourn – At approximately 4:30 p.m. ET 
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Attachment A 
 
 
================================================================= 

Mid-Year Governing Board Meeting – Little Rock, Arkansas 
================================================================= 
 

Potential Agenda Topics 
 
Workshop Issues – 2-4 hour focal topics for expanded discussion (select 2-3)  
1. Climate change – Report on activities of membership and units.  Update on statement to 

fisheries and aquatic societies, report on status of Special Committee on Climate Change.  
Focused discussion on how to get AFS more effectively engaged.  What tools and resources are 
needed?  Is there a need for additional organizational units within AFS to focus on climate 
issues?    

a. Updates from Craig Paukert and Erin Spencer on their working groups 
b. Potential policy update (Drue Winters) 

 
2. Visioning for AFS – Where does the Strategic Plan take us?  What does AFS look like in 5 years?  

10 years? 25 years? 
a. Explore the challenges and opportunities for AFS and identify areas of potential 

emphasis. 
b. Discuss strategic plan implementation needs, tracking and opportunities. 
c. Brainstorming and creative thinking about business opportunities, growth potential, 

and strategic partnering to advance AFS core issues. 
  

 
Reporting, Discussion and Business Topics: (each topic should be <1 hour of time allocation) 
1. Books Special Committee Report and Recommendations – Aaron Lerner and committee should 

have preliminary recommendations for the GB to provide feedback and final directions. 
 

2. High School Membership – Update from special committee and ideas for development of AFS 
programs, content and other materials for HS students 
 

3. Investment Committee Report – review of draft recommendations from the Investment/Audit 
Committee for enhancing our understanding and guidance on financial management of the 
Society. 
 

4. Membership challenges – Do we need to redefine the issue of “affiliate membership” and, if so, 
how do we move the society forward?  Can we move forward with the Strategic Partners 
Program?  How do we manage discussions at the Chapter level with the affiliate membership 
could be a very challenging issue? 
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Attachment B – Financial Update 
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